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lka Abravanel's oeuvre is characterized by exciting, large scaled, colorful paintings, which
create visual music.

Since his retirement from senior management positions in the Israeli economy he
devotes more time to his "old love"-painting, evoking his feelings and impressions, and
recently participating in exhibitions in Israel and abroad. Through the process of painting
he goes far from his studio to real and imaginary realms with emphasis on nature,
landscapes and places he visited.

His paintings are characterized by intense color and meticulously laid out branched
web of fine lines, which create a "grid". The perspective is formed by using similar shapes
of different dimensions.

The beholder's eye moves between the azure skies, whose airiness balances the formal
congestion beneath it. The paintings sometimes look like living tissues, with the fractal
principle and Self Similar" characterizing them. The coherence resulting from combining
the shapes, colors and lines creates a matrix with its own internal legality.
The Orient in general and Morocco in particular, have been a corner stone for travelers
and artists, beginning in the 19th century. The intense impression is impressed in
paintings by painters from Europe, mainly from France and England.

lka Abravanel's uncanny impression from his visit to Morocco: the abundance of colors,
décor, and dynamism, gave rise to a series of works in which his personal interpretation
is depicted.

These paintings were shown, among other subjects, in his exhibitions at the Farkash
Gallery, at the Palazzo Bembo as part of the Venice Biennale and in the central Gallery in
Ein-Hod.

His point of view ranges from the macro to the micro, ascending to heights from which
villages situated at the feet of mountains can be seen from a bird's eye view, or descend-
ing to alleys and gates. He assimilates in his paintings the vivid colors, the dynamic pulse
of life, the textures and decorative models. He depicts figuratively or abstractly a combina-
tion of upper and lower, gates and towers, graded ascents from the street stones and
decorative entrances through the stones of the walls and towers, to the azure sky
surfaces. Contrasting color combinations such as orange and blue and green and red,
enhances the intense chromatic experience that emerges from the paintings.

Dr. Dalia Hakker-Orion December 2019
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