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WALK THE TALK



The Farkash Gallery proudly presents an exhibition of paintings by the artist Ika Abravanel.

Dreams Come True

Our lives are built on having dreams and fulfilling them because if it wasn’t so, we would probably
still be sitting in a cave, not knowing that the wheel even exists.

Some people don’t dream and have no goals, and to me they are basically the walking dead.
Some people have dreams, but they will never achieve them because of their own limitations, fears
and numerous inhibitions. “| feel sorry for them” because someone else is fulfilling their dreams and
they will live vicariously through them.

And there are those people that have dreams and trying to fulfill their dreams is their way of life.
Sometimes they fall and other times they succeed but they never give up.

Fulfilling a dream is achieved by separating it into two phases, the dream itself which is the idea
to act and the second phase which is achieving the dream, which involves acting and daring to go
inside the “lion’s den”, to rise and fall, again and again, and then perhaps the dream will become a
reality.

A few months ago, | met Ika and at first glance he appeared to be very formal and official.

While observing his cheerful and colorful paintings, | saw a maze of canals and corridors intertwined
with each other, if you walk in and follow them you will never find the way out. And then | realized
that Ika is a tireless adventurer, a man of dreams and fulfilling them. He draws mazes and also knows
how to get out of them, because he can see the overall picture as well as the smallest details. Later,
| realized that his entire life and his non-artistic work was a jump headfirst into the mazes of others,
studying the maze itself, finding solutions and an exit towards a new achievement. In my eyes, it is
an art in itself.

“God is in the details” is one of the more memorable sentences | remember from our first conversa-
tion, not that I’'m a big believer in God, but the intention is clear, Ika kept on saying that without the
precision and attention to the small details, there won’t be any success. But above all | discovered
that in front of me sits a passionate man who wants to fulfill a dream and present his own solo exhi-
bition, and who am | to stop a horse in his tracks so that | immediately offered to have his exhibition
at my gallery.

Ika is an artist in his soul and | am happy to jump headfirst with him into the raging waters of the
art world.

Aharon Farkash 2018 1
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Walk the Talk

My first solo exhibition after many years of a long journey. Today, it begins:
“ Enough talking, now is the time to act “

The idea of changing my main occupation and focusing on art had been brewing inside me for many
years. In my long and numerous business flights, | wrote ideas in my IPad and planned on how ex-
actly | would achieve this focus on art. But it always remained as a sort of dream or as a potential
idea in the future, and there was always a certain procrastination on my part that | couldn’t explain
- Was it because | wasn’t ready yet? Or was | afraid of daring to jump into the cold water? Or maybe
| was comfortable with what was already familiar?

Probably a little bit of everything.

So after many years of drawing (“and keeping it in the closet”) in a rented studio in Ganey Yehuda,
and after moving to the studio I've been working from for the past few years, and after participat-
ing in several group exhibitions in Israel and abroad, and with the encouragement of friends, some
being professionals in the field, I've finally decided to act, and with great excitement, I’'m presenting
my first solo exhibition.

And this preview is also the explanation for the name of the show - “Walk the Talk”.

| have painted most of my mature paintings in the last four years, after retiring from my managerial
position at “Teva”.

Even before that, | had found a specific interest and style, which was mostly the result of trial and
error. The foundation is usually a panoramic view photograph. After drawing the outline, | leave the
photo and progress with the painting, with no specific direction, and then the colors and the black
acrylic accents, and the minimal resolutions are completely random and are made in real time. My
fascination with details represents who | am and therefore when the work is completely abstract, |
have a clear desirability to formulate the movement and frame it so that it will come to an accurate
and clear expression, clear and distinct, almost like in photography.

This exhibition is the first milestone that describes my shift from the world of business to the world
of art so that | will conclude with a few words about the transition from management to the realm
of artistic expression.

At first glance these two areas of endeavor seem quite different, but in fact they are not.

| see important similarities, although there are fundamental differences between the two.

In management there is more room for planning. There are constraints, and a great deal of team-
work as opposed to art which is a solitary affair.

Management requires compromises and a search for cooperation. In art, compromise is mediocrity.



But the greatest similarity between the world of management and the artistic realm can be found
in the precision, the perseverance, and the determination in the work.

In order to achieve these traits, to a very high level, many years of accumulated experience and
coping with self-requirements are necessary - This process is almost identical in both the artistic
realm and the world of business and management.

And therefore, | now know that the best way for me to express myself today in the new path | have
taken, is having the feeling of being capable while staying humble.

In other words, | fully understand that modesty is required from me when | take this long and ardu-
ous “marathon” to get the results, and | am aware that there are no shortcuts, just as in the worlds of
content | had experienced before, nothing comes quickly and easily - accomplishments only come
through hard work and perseverance.

And to those who asked me “Why now?” And about the “courage to be exposed and mercilessly
criticized” | answer in a Japanese proverb that says it all:

“Do not be afraid to walk slowly. Be afraid to stand still “

Ika Abravanel

November 15th, 2018.
www.acrylika.com
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002. Alps
Acrylic on canvas, 100x120 cm, 2017
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003. Flowers
Acrylic on canvas, 70x50 cm, 2003






004. Untitled
Acrylic on canvas, 65x50 cm, 2009
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005. Landscape
Acrylic on canvas, 120x100 cm, 2017



006. Landscape

Acrylic on canvas, 100x120 cm, 2017
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007. Landscape
Acrylic on canvas, 90x120 cm, 2018
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008. Untitled
Acrylic on canvas, 80x80 cm, 2017
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009. Rough Seas
Acrylic on canvas, 70x50 cm, 2007
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010. Sunflowers
Acrylic on canvas, 180x150 cm, 2018
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012. The Forest |
Acrylic on canvas, 90x70 cm, 2018



29



013. The Forest I
Acrylic on canvas, 80x120 cm, 2014
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014. The Forest Il
Acrylic on canvas, 150x120 cm, 2014
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015. Untitled
Acrylic on canvas, 70x50 cm, 2018
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016. Seashore
Acrylic on canvas, 100x120 cm




017. Untitled
Acrylic on canvas, 100x120 cm, 2014

Sailing
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018. The Big Bang
Acrylic and gold leaves sticking on canvas, 80x120 cm, 2017
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019. Untitled
Acrylic on canvas, 100x120 cm, 2014






020. Untitled
Acrylic on canvas, 30x40 cm, 2014
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021. Untitled
Acrylic on carton, 35x18 cm, 2018
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